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Introduction

Richard Murphy Architects is a multi-award-
winning practice based in the Scottish
capital city of Edinburgh. Founded in 1991,
the design director is Richard Murphy OBE.
They have completed over 200 buildings
throughout the UK and Ireland as well

as in Europe and as far as Sri Lanka and
have amassed 27 RIBA awards, more than
any other practice in Scotland. lllustrated
here is a selection of 19 projects across a
wide variety of work representing buildings
for the visual arts, concert halls, theatres,
museums, higher education, housing,
individual houses, tourist facilities, offices
and a British Embassy.

Contact Details:

Richard Murphy Architects Ltd

15, Old Fishmarket Close, Edinburgh EH1 1AE
+44 1312206125

E: mail@richardmurphyarchitects.com
W: richardmurphyarchitects.com
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> Education & Performance

Jesus College Cambridge

A competition winning design for a new
auditorium, sports hall/theatre, research
institute and hotel placed sensitively in the
landscape of this 400-year-old Cambridge
College. The auditorium was designed to be
naturally cooled.
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> Education & Performance

The National Centre for Music with St
Marys Music School

An ongoing project to convert a disused but
high profile iconic 1826 neoclassical school in
the centre of Edinburgh into a concert venue
and home to the specialist Saint Mary’s Music
School. The project is 50% conversion and
50% new construction.
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> Education

A New Campus for Anglia Ruskin University
in a Cambridge conservation area. A phased
construction for the faculty of nursing and
optometry and a school of music therapy.
Thermal chimneys provide natural cooling.
The building won the “best building in
Cambridge award.”
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> Education

University of East London Stratford
Campus, master plan and three buildings

Our 12 year involvement with the University
involved master-planning one of their three
campuses and building a department of
physiotherapy and podiatry, a school of
education and a computer library. Since we
finished the students have consistently voted
this campus as their favourite.
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> Education
Wells Cathedral School

A new auditorium and rehearsal rooms for
the world-famous Wells Cathedral School of
Music in Somerset. The auditorium can be
reconfigured in a variety of ways It is lifted up
so that behind the stage is a framed view of
the cathedral.
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> Education

O’Donoghue Centre for the Performing
Arts, National University of Ireland, Galway.

This teaching and performance centre was
created from historic warehouses in the heart
of the Galway campus. The building was
given the “best building in Ireland” award.
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> Housing

Redevelopment of historic former deaf
school and school grounds.

This project had two separate clients on the
same site: one client redeveloped the existing
1830’s historic former school for the deaf. The
other built a crescent of apartments facing
the school. Both clients asked for a very

wide variety of sizes of apartments and both
collaborated on the landscaping.
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> Houses

New House at Dalkey, near Dublin

This 400 sq. meter house had a planning
restriction on the site to preserve the view of the
sea from the adjacent road; hence the angle of
the roof. The house faces north and south light
is brought through a long rooflight. The best
views are reserved for the living space at first
floor level and the master bedroom below.
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> Houses

House in the historic “New Town” in
Edinburgh for Richard Murphy.

This ingenious design squeezes a three
bedroomed house onto a 66 square meter
site, incorporates many energy innovative
ideas and engages in an architectural
dialogue across 200 years with its historic
neighbours. It won the “United Kingdom
House of the Year” award.
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> The Arts

An art house cinema and centre for the
Scottish Film Industry

in an existing Edinburgh square. The building
has six underground cinemas, restaurant,
bar, café, offices and a rooftop summertime
cinema. A special seventh auditorium for
festival screenings is above ground with a
screen which retracts after screenings for a

view of Edinburgh castle.
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> The Arts

An extension to the world’s first Carnegie
Library (1883)

in Dunfermline this competition winning
design incorporates a fixed museum display,
three galleries for changing exhibitions, a
reference library for rare books, children’s
library and café together with new garden.
The building won “Scotland’s best building”
award.
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> The Arts

Dundee Contemporary Arts

is a competition-winning design for two

art galleries, two cinemas, a printmakers’
workshop, university facilities, children’s
centre, offices, shop and restaurant/bar. It
has had a major role in the rejuvenation of
the city of Dundee since it opened in 1999.
The building’s success is that it has become
the city’s social meeting place as much as an
arts destination.
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> The Arts

A theatre and enterprise centre in the small
Welsh town of Caernarfon

This is a hybrid building containing two
performance spaces with flexible acoustics
and offices for creative industries speaking
the Welsh language. In the centre is a
dramatic space (itself used for performances)
which is office atrium by day and theatre foyer
by night. The building was so successful

that we were invited ten years later to return
and build two new cinemas. Both the original
building and the extension each won an RIBA
Award.
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> The Arts

A new 1000-seat concert hall

and 400 seat rehearsal auditorium to be
located to the rear of the headquarters of a
Scottish bank. The dramatic interior of the
bank becomes the foyer of the hall. The
site was discovered by the architect who
suggested the project to the client.
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> Tourism

Greenock Cruise Liner Terminal and Art
Gallery

This building serves the growing summertime
cruise liner business and also incorporates
an independent restaurant, and a gallery
dedicated to the memory of local artist
George Wyllie.
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> Tourism & Office

A new headquarters, hotel and
conference centre

for the Lang-ju Whisky Headquarters
company in China. The site is dramatic,
sitting on the lip of the gigantic gorge of the
Red River. The building form is reminiscent of
traditional Chinese landscape bridges. The
hotel and conference centre are at the lower
level with a roof top garden and approach to
the headquarters building which cantilevers
out over the gorge.
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> Office

Hotel and Office, Aberdeen

A single city centre development of a 220-bed
hotel and a large office building sit above a
multistorey basement car park. A projecting
intermediate roof obscures the height

of the building from the road and under

this the elevation expresses the different
functions and floor to ceiling heights of the
two functions of hotel and office. The office
was awarded the “best office building in
Scotland.”
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> Tourism

St Andrews Golf Museum and Restaurant
for the Royal and Ancient Golf club, the
international home of golf. The site is very
sensitive (very close the famous golf club
and the 18th hole). The museum is mostly
underground and the restaurant sites above
it with a roof reminiscent of nearby pavilions.
Restaurant goers get a view of the last hole
and of the nearby beach.
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> Diplomatic

British High Commission, Colombo, Sri Lanka

This competition winning design is
predicated on the idea of natural cooling
with office workers able to control their

own environments by switching off the air
conditioning and opening doors to gardens.
All spaces have a ceiling panel to a “thermal
chimney” which induces air movement. The
functions of the embassy are grouped around
seven different courtyard gardens. The
building won an RIBA award and was called
by the High Commissioner “the best modem
embassy that the British have.”
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